
St
u

d
y 

O
ve

rv
ie

w
/D

es
cr

ip
ti

o
n ACHD is conducting a traffic calming 

study for 13th Street from Fort Street to Hill 
Road. 

We are seeking your input and ideas for 
creating a more pedestrian and bicycle 
friendly environment without negatively 
impacting local businesses or residents.

Through this study ACHD has been 
investigating a wide range of potential 
solutions to calm traffic.
Project Timeline:

2018

Present the 
alternatives to 
ACHD Commission 
for consideration. 
The public is 
welcome to attend 
the Commission 
meeting. 

Summer

If approved by the 
Commission, design 
will start on the 
alternatives.

Fall

Developed traffic 
calming alternatives 
based on public 
feedback from 
Community 
Workshop in March.

March to May

PUBLIC INPUT 
OPPORTUNITY

ACHD hosting a 
community event to 
gather feedback on 
alternatives.

May

PUBLIC INPUT 
OPPORTUNITY

13th Street Traffic Calming Study
5/22/18

PUBLIC INPUT 
OPPORTUNITY
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13th Street Traffi  c Calming Study

Ada County Highway District  |  3375 Adams St, Garden City, ID 83714  |  www.achdidaho.org

For more information, please contact ACHD’s Project Manager, 
Brooke Green at projects@achdidaho.org or at 208-387-6318.

ACHD will engage with neighborhood residents and businesses to identify ideas for creating a more 
pedestrian and bicycle friendly environment without negatively impacting the local economy. 

A robust public involvement process beginning in early February 2018 will include door-to-door visits 
in the neighborhood, a workshop, and public meetings. 

The Ada County Highway District (ACHD) is initiating traffi c calming study for 13th Street from Fort 
Street to Hill Road. This traffi c calming study is a result of neighborhood concerns expressed to ACHD 

regarding the speed and number of vehicles traveling on 13th Street.

Hill Road

Fort Street

13
th Street

20
16 Concerned neighbors submitted petition 

asking ACHD to look at ways to calm 
traffic and the13th Street Calming Study 
became an official project.

20
15 Investigation reviewing 

traffic speeds and volumes 
completed.

ACHD has been working 
with the neighborhood to 
address concerns about 
the volume and speed of 
traffic

20
08 ACHD received a request 

for a crosswalk at 13th 
& Heron. Request was 
approved.

20
07 ACHD received a request 

to close 13th St. to 
vehicular traffic between 
Alturas & Brumback. 
Request was denied.

20
14 Concerned residents 

request traffic calming.

20
15 ACHD installed crosswalk 

and warning signs at 
Hazel St. Intersection.

Traffic Investigation Results
• Investigation showed peak hour 

(5-6 p.m.) volumes measured on 
13th St. at several locations that met 
the threshold for traffic calming.

• Average speeds of vehicles 
recorded ranged from 21-29 mph. 
Some outliers exist where vehicles 
traveled at higher speeds. Posted 
speed limit is 20 mph.

• The number of cars using 13th St. 
has remained relatively unchanged 
over the past 10 years.
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Public Involvement Meeting #1
March 8, 2017

attendees
754:30 p.m.

session
6:00 p.m.

session

8groups 2groups

Open House meeting format 
with two brief presentations 
followed by facilitated 
discussion group sessions. 

27
Comments

EmailsOnline

14 7
Is tra�  c calming 
necessary?

29
Yes No

What solutions would 
be a good fi t?

• Photo radar to catch speeders
• Do nothing—there isn’t a 

problem
• More enforcement of speed 

limit by police
• Keep it multi-use and make 

pedestrians more visible
• Make it one-way
• Move bikes to 12th and 14th and 

add stop signs and bulb outs
• Preserve the historical character 

of Hyde Park
• Less parking
• Move parking further from 

intersections to improve sight 
distance

• Add a stop or signal to make it 
less of a thoroughfare

• Limit hours for commercial 
vehicles

• Ticket jaywalkers
• Create more obviously marked 

pedestrian crossings
• Enforce existing laws on speed 

and jaywalking
• Turn it into a pedestrian mall

What solutions would 
NOT be a good fi t?

• Speed bumps
• Anything that diverts drivers to 

adjacent streets
• Stoplights
• Stop signs
• Widening street
• Closing street

 “Traffi c calming is a Band-
Aid for a much more serious 
issue (poor growth and 
development management) 
that isn’t getting addressed 
in an overall manner by 
ACHD or the City of Boise”

“Problem is with continued building 
in the foothills is traffi c funneling 
down and through established 
neighborhoods, like 13th Street.”

“13th Street is a gem of the 
north end. Any efforts to 
calm traffi c should prioritize 
pedestrians above all 
others.”

Primary Reasons for Using 13th Street

45
live

in area
commute 
to/from 

work

11
taking kids 

to/from 
school

4
recreation
24

own/
manage a 
business
on 13th

1
frequent a 

business on 
13th

9
other
11

What type of 
transportation do you 
typically use on 13th Street? 
(choose all that apply)

38
Car

29
Bike

37
Walk

Half dozen comments came from residents of 
Harrison Boulevard who believe traffi c in the 

area should be addressed holistically as a North 
End Traffi c Plan. Commenters are concerned that 

any traffi c calming solution on 13th Street will 
create problems on adjacent streets.

“Speed bumps are a 
nuisance....does not 
decrease speed.”

Written

41
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Ideas Considered But Not Moved Forward

Speed Bumps
Not effective unless installed at regular intervals along 
the street at 300 foot spacing. This is not practical for 
13th Street’s character or usage.

Make 13th Street One-way
This option could potentially increase speeds because 
two lanes of traffic will be traveling in the same 
direction. An adjacent parallel street would need to be 
converted to one way to serve traffic headed the other 
direction. It is possible this configuration would divert 
traffic to adjacent streets.

Traffic Signals
The traffic volumes on 13th Street do not require traffic 
signal control. Traffic signals would disrupt the flow  
of traffic on 13th Street and may divert traffic to 
parallel streets.

Stop Signs on 13th Street 
Approaches to Intersections
The traffic volumes do not require stop signs on the 
13th Street approaches. They would disrupt the flow  
of traffic on 13th Street and may divert traffic to  
parallel streets.

Closing 13th Street to Motor 
Vehicles
Closing 13th is not a viable option for a number of 
reasons including that it would limit access to existing 
businesses, homes and Camel’s Back Park. It would 
also divert traffic to adjacent parallel streets causing 
congestion.
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Illustrations of bulb-outs and example photos from National Association of City Transportation Officials. (NACTO.org)

Bulb-outs are an extension of the curb or the sidewalk into the 
street, usually at an intersection, that narrows the road, inhibits fast 
turns, and shortens the crossing distance for pedestrians.

Examples

Benefits of Bulb-outs

• Slow and calm traffic

• Provide space to install ADA compliant pedestrian ramps on 
existing sidewalks where they are otherwise too narrow

• Provide additional visibility and protection for pedestrians 
when crossing the street

• Reduce the exposure of pedestrians to vehicular traffic

Challenges with Bulb-outs

• Will require removal of on-street parking in vicinity of 
intersection.

• May be difficult for large delivery trucks to navigate.
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Radar speed limit sign
Location of radar 
speed limit sign to be 
determined

N. 13th St. & Resseguie St.
Bulb-out installed on south side of intersection 
with potential RRFB for enhanced school 
pedestrian crossing

N. 13th St. & Hazel St.
Bulb-out installed on north side of intersection

H
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N. 13th St.

N. 13th St.

N. 13th St. & Heron St.
Bulb-outs installed on north and south sides of intersection

N. 13th St.

H
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on
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t.

N. 13th St. & Alturas St.
Bulb-out installed on south side of intersection 
(bulb-out already installed on north side)

N. 13th St.
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N. 13th St. & Bella St.
Bulb-out installed on north side of intersection

Be
lla

 S
t.

N. 13th St.

How will parking be impacted by installing 
bulb‑outs?

• One parking spot on each side of 13th Street will 
be removed for each bulb-out installation. 

• This will allow the pedestrians at the intersection 
to be more visible to vehicles approaching on 
13th Street. 

• It will also improve the sight distance for vehicles at 
the cross streets

Bus StopBus Stop
Bus Stop

Bus Stop

N

Rectangular 
Rapid Flash 
Beacon (RRFB)
Sample photo

Radar speed limit sign
Location of radar 
speed limit sign to be 
determined

• Adds curb, gutter,  and 
sidewalk on north side of street 

• Narrows southeastbound lane 

N. 13th St. ‑ Irene St. to 15th Street
Facing Northwest
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New sidewalk, curb and gutter.

N. 13th St. - Irene St. to 15th Street
Facing Northwest

Proposed Cross Section

Existing Cross Section

N
. 13

th St.

Irene St.

N
. 15

th St.

Hill Rd.

Dewey St.

Hill Rd.

N. 13th St. - Irene St. to 15th Street
Facing Northwest
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Thank you for attending our open 
house!

• Comments will be accepted through June 5, 
2018

• The proposal will be presented to ACHD 
Commission for possible adoption in Summer 
2018

• All displays and handouts will be posted to 
www.achdidaho.org for review and comment
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PUBLIC INPUT OPPORTUNITY
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